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Public  Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 

Braintree. 

September,  1964  ‘i 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
1963  on  the  health,  vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  f 
the  district. 

The  general  form  of  the  report  is  as  laid  down  by  the  n 
Ministry  of  Health  and  as  usual  I am  indebted  to  the  Area  Medical  1, 
Officer  for  providing  information  with  regard  to  the  Clinics  and  ■' 
other  personal  services  controlled  by  the  Essex  County  Council.  » 

Vital  Statistics 

In  my  1962  report  I commented  on  the  steady  increase  in  i 
population,  but  for  1963  the  Registrar  General’s  estimated  i 
population  is  23,100,  a reduction  of  40  from  the  previous  year. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-one  babies  were  bom  and  the  ? 
corrected  birth  rate  of  17.6  per  1,000  population  was  practically  , 
the  same  as  for  the  previous  year  and  just  below  the  general  figure 
for  England  and  Wales  18.2. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  23  per  1,000  live  births,  , 
compared  with  20.9  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  9 infant  deaths  were  due  to  Prematurity  4,  Uraemia  1,  , 
Congenital  abnormalities  2,  Asphyxia  1 and  1 untraced. 

The  general  death  rate,  corrected,  was  11  per  1,000  ) 
population  compared  with  12.2  for  the  whole  population  of  f 
England  and  Wales. 

There  is  nothing  unusual  in  the  table.  Deaths  from  all  [ 
Causes — the  biggest  groups  being  under  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  li 
Vascular  system  and  Malignant  growths. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

These  totalled  191  cases  compared  with  121  in  1962.  One  r 
hundred  and  fifty-one  were  of  measles,  the  majority  were  notified  I 
from  Hatfield  Peverel  and  Rayne  during  the  first  four  months  of  ' 
the  year. 

The  district  was  free  from  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria  and  ; 
dysentry  but  had  22  cases  of  whooping  cough,  and  8 of  scarlet  ; 
fever. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

These  services  have  been  carried  on  as  in  previous  years. 
Their  importance  cannot  be  over-emphasized.  Details  of  the  work 
done  will  be  found  later  in  this  report  and  you  will  see  that  the 
triple  vaccine  which  protects  against  tetanus,  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  is  now  in  general  use. 


2 


Enviranmental  Hygiene 

The  latter  part  of  this  report  has  been  written  by  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  who  has  commented  at  some  length  on 
sewerage.  The  picture  he  has  presented  is  disappointing  and 
gloomy  but  in  no  way  exaggerated.  For  9 years  I have  been 
writing  this  annual  report  and  every  year  I have  stressed  the  need 
and  indeed,  the  urgency  for  constructing  new  sewage  works  or 
improving  old  ones.  The  story  goes  back  a good  deal  further,  for 
in  the  1934  and  1937  reports  reference  is  made  to  the  need  for 
sewage  disposal  schemes  at  Terling  and  Feering.  Year  by  year 
one  ds  told  of  planning  difficulties,  of  land  purchase  difficulties  and 
many  others.  One  gets  the  impression  that  the  back  room  boys 
are  working  like  beavers  and  something  big  will  happen  very  soon. 
But  in  9 years  we  have  had  the  Black  Notley  scheme  completed 
and  nothing  else  and  I am  reminded  of  the  old  latin  tag — the  hills 
have  been  in  labour  and  a little  mouse  ds  bom. 

I can  do  no  more  than  urge  the  necessity  of  getting  on  with 
the  schemes  which  are  with  the  planners  and  thinking  now  of 
planning  for  other  parts  of  the  district. 

Housing 

Only  4 Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and 
148  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

Lack  of  adequate  sewerage  facilities  is  already  responsible 
for  holding  up  building  in  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Hatfield 
Peverel  and  it  seems  that  this  embargo  cannot  be  lifted  for  some 
years  to  come. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47. 

(Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention). 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act. 

I am  glad  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and 
courtesy.  To  all  officers  of  the  Council  I give  my  grateful  thanks 
for  their  co-operation  and  help,  but  especially  to  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  his  staff. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  R.  C.  RAINSFORD, 

•Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59,234 

Poipulation  (Registrar  Generars  estimate)  ...  ...  ...  ...  23,100 

Numiber  of  iinhaibited  houses  according  to  rate  hooks  ...  ...  7,(X)8 

Raiteabile  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  552,605 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,330 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  372  199  173 

Illegitimate  19  9 10 

Total  live  births  391 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  .of  total  five  births  ... 
Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparabirty  figure  of  1.04  ... 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  IWales  per  1,000  popnlation 


STILL- BIRTHS : 


Total  Male 

Legitimate  7 4 

Illegitimate  — — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births  England  and  'Wales 
Tota]  live  andl  still  births — 398 


Female 

3 


16.9 

4.9 

17.6 

18.2 


17.6 

17.3 


INFANT  DEATHS: 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year — 

Total  Male  Female 
Legitimate  9 8 1 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Total  infant  deaths — 9 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  24.2 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  Nil 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.9 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,0(X)  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  35.2 

Infantile  mortality  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  births  ...  20.9 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

DEATHS : 

Total  Male  Female 

254  143  111 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.0 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.93  ...  ...  10.2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  12.2 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population 
given  by  the  Registrar  General. 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  1963 


The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
S Registrar  General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six 
headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 


' Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death 

, 1948. 

Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  rjespiratory 

• • • 

. • • 

1 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

« . . 

• • • 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

* • • 

* • • 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

* « • 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

• • « 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

• « • 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

• • • 

— ■ 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

• • • 

• • » 

3 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

1 

12. 

Mahgnant  neoplasm,  breast 

. • • 

• • • 

— 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

. • • 

* • • 

• — 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

7 

15, 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

• • • 

2 

1 

1 16. 

Diabetes 

• • • 

— 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

• • • 

• • * 

12 

19 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

• . • 

35 

25 

19. 

.Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

. . • 

. . . 

9 

1 

):  20. 

Other  heart  disease 

* • • 

11 

9 

[:  21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

• * 

• • • 

5 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

• • t 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia 

• • • 

9 

13 

24. 

Bronchitis 

• • • 

13 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

— 

Ij  26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

. • • 

2 

- — 

■j  27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea 

• • • 

• • • 

— 

1 

I]  28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

... 

— 

2 

!!  29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

• • • 

1 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

• • • 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

• • • 

• - . 

3 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  Hi-defined  diseases 

. . . 

13 

15 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

• * * 

• • • 

6 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

— 

35. 

Suicide 

♦ • f 

* • • 

1 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operat'ons  of  war 

• • * • • • 

All  Causes 

143 

111 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE 


(a)  Under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council:  — 

(i)  Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the< 
vear : — 


COGGESHALL 

Attendances  < 

St.  Peter’s  Room 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 

2.0  p.m. 

712' 

School  Clinic 

CRESSING 

4th  Monday 

10.0  a.m. 

AT 

Miss  on  Hall,  Tye  Green 
GREAT  BARDFIELD 

4th  Monday 

2.0  p.m. 

202: 

Town  Hall 

TERLING 

1st  Monday 

2.0  p.m. 

256  f 

The  New  Village  Hall 
HATFIELD  PEVEREL 

1st  Tuesday 

2.0  p.m. 

342; 

Church  Hall,  Maldon  Road 
KELVEDON 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

2.0  pm. 

1A1\ 

St.  Mary’s  Hall 
WETHERSFIELD 

2nd  & 4th  Friday 

2.30  p.m. 

886 

ViUage  Hall 

(ii)  Home  Help  Service:  — 

3rd  Monday 

2.15  p.m. 

294  J 

Thi5  useful  service  is  administered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 
75,  Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 


(iii)  • Ambulance  Service : — 

The  Rural  District  of  Braintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 
Braintree  and  Witham. 


Civ)  Laboratory  Services:  — 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a laboratory  service  which 
includes  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water 
samples,  the  chemical  analysis  of  sewage  effluents  and  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream,  and  the  examination  of 
other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are 
carr'ed  out  by  either  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
Grays  Inn  Road,  London,  W.C.I.,  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  New  London  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(b)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board:  — 


(i)  Chest  Clinics:  — 

These  are  held  twice  weekly  at  St.  Michael’s  Hospital,  Braintree. 
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iPREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diseases 

( 

Toital  Notified 

1 

1 

-1 

Admitted  to 
Hoispital 

Total  Deaths 

ii  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

(Dysentery 

— 

r— 

— 

a Encephalitis 

— 

r— 

— 

a Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

I Erysipelas 

1 

— 

— 

1)  Food  Poisoning 

3 

— 

1 — 

i Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

— 

— 

I Measles 

151 

— 

— 

t Meningococcal  lafection 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  pulmonary 

4 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis, 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

22 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

191 

2 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 
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Total  191 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1963 
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Of  these,  3 iwere  cases  re-notified'  on  taking  up  residence  in  th’s  Distric 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Primary  Courses — 

By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County 
Staflf 

Total 

Diphtheria,  Pertussis 

and  Tetanus  

136 

54 

190 

Diphtheria  & Tetanus  

3 

50 

53 

Diphtheria  

— 

6 

6 

Pertussis  

— 

1 

1 

Tetanus  

16 

63 

79 

Poliomyehtis  

166 

196 

362 

Smallpox  

87 

— 

87 

DiphtiheTa,  Pertussis 

Tetanus  and  Pol'omyelitis  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Re-infordng  Dases 

Diphtheria  Pertussis 


and  Tetanus  

7 

3 

10 

Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  

12 

82 

94 

Diphtheria  

10 

100 

no 

Pertussis  

1 

— 

1 

Tetanus  

1 

3 

4 

Poliomyelitis  

78 

234 

312 

Smallpox  

49 

— 

49 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  Peter’s  Close, 
Bocking, 

Braintree. 

August,  1964. 

I Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year  endmg,  December,  19b3.  I 
am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  and  his  staff  for  much 
j of  the  information  relatmg  to  water  supplies  and  sewerage. 

I hesitate  to  mention  this  particular  point  once  again,  but 
; housing  by  the  Council  is  still  very  much  behind  target;  there  are 
: however,  indications  of  considerable  improvement  in  this  respect. 

The  anticipated  completion  of  the  fourteen  old  people’s  flatlets  at 
\ Hatfield  Peverel  did  not  materialise  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
They  were  eventually  handed  over  early  in  1964. 

The  year  under  review  has  been  particularly  important 
from  the  point  of  view  of  new  legislation.  Firstly,  the  long  awaited 
Meat  Inspection  Regulations  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
i October,  1963,  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act, 
1963,  but  which  did  not  actually  come  into  operation  until  1964. 
More  will  be  said  about  the  former  under  the  separate  section 
dealing  with  Meat  Inspection.  So  far  as  the  latter  is  concerned  this 
^ is  a long  overdue  measure  which  will  now  bring  working  conditions 
in  Offices  and  Shops  in  fine  with  those  under  the  Factories  Acts, 
etc.  It  is  anticipated  that  dealing  with  this  legislation  will  involve 
considerable  attention  particularly  in  the  early  stages,  but  provided 
staffing  in  the  Department  is  adequate,  it  is  hoped  that  some  of 
this  work  can  run  in  fine  with  inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

In  conclusion,  I must  again  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  all 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the 
year,  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  support;  and  to  my 
own  staff  for  the  very  efficient  and  loyal  manner  in  which  they 
have  carried  out  their  duties  in  spite  of  a certain  amount  of  frustra- 
tion due  to  the  conditions  under  which  they  have  been  compelled 
to  work. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ORGAN, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 

There  were  no  new  mains  extensions  during  the  year  except  small 
sections  to.  serve  Housing  Estates. 

PuJblic  water  suppl'es  throughout  the  District  have  remained 
generally  satisifactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  raw  water  from 
Terling  (Swan  Pond)  remained  unchanged  and  constant  checking  of  the 
chlorination  plant  was  maintained.  Complaints  regarding  the  shortage  of 
water  at  certain  periods  of  the  day  in  parts  of  the  Northern  Area  at  t mes 
of  .peak  demand  were  received  as  during  preivious  years.  The  provisions  of 
storage  capacity  at  Great  Saling  should  improve  this  situation.  The  revised! 
method  of  softening  and  stabilising  the  water  at  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks 
continued  to  be  satisfactory. 


None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo  solvent  action. 

Regular  bacterioligical  and  chemical  examination  of  raw  water 
from  all  the  Councirs  Pumping  Stations  were  carried  out  and  all  water 
pass'ng  into  supply  from  whatever  public  source  was  .bacterioIo,gically 
examined  at  frequent  intervals. 

Thirty-four  samples  in  all  were  taken.  Copies  of  typical  reports  on 
the  analyses  of  the  water  from  five  sources,  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks, 
Coggeshall  Waterworks,  Terling  Waterworks,  the  South  Essex  Water 
Gompany  and  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of 
individual  works. 


Periodic  flushing  of  ‘dead  ends'  was  carried  cut  in  an  effort  to 
prevent  stagnation  of  water  in  mains. 

All  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorination  at 
the  respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  undertakings  gaseous 
chlor’ne  is  employed  at  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks  and  hypochlorite 
solution  at  Coggeshall  and  at  Terling. 

Three  new  extensions  to  serve  new  housing  estates  were  made  during 
the  year. 

Deta'ls  of  the  functioning  of  each  undertaking  during  1963,  follow 
under  the  headings  (A)  to  (E). 

During  the  year  negotiations  were  continued  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  water  undertaking:  to  include  water  supplies  of  the  Braintree  Rural 
District  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  Spens 
Report. 
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Fetches  Bridge  Waterworks  (A) 


! Nuimiber  of  gallons  pumipcdi  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec., 

1963  

Average  day’s  pumping 

\ Augumented  supply  from  Dunmow  Rural  District  


131,654,000 
18  hours 
Nil 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  'bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
5 and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  very 
[ hard  in  character,  but  conta'ns  no  excess  of  mineral  or  saline  constituents 
i in  solution.  It  conforms  to  the  hiighest  standard  of  organic  quality  and  is 
> also  Pf  a very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  andi  iwholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes,  softening  however  being  advantageous. 


Coggeshall  Waterworks  (B) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec., 

1963  ...  

Average  day’s  pump'ng 


30,494,000 
11.93  hours 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction  on 
the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a very 
minute  trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  very  moderate;  its 
somewhat  high  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  normal  for  this 
source.  It  conforms  to  the  highest  standard  of  organ'c  quality  and  isi  also 
of  very  satisfactory  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  uses.  Its  content  of  fluorine  is  however  more  than 
is  considered  most  desirable  (from  the  aspect  of  caus’ng  mottled  enamel). 


Terling  Waterwoiks  (C) 


Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  the  year  ended  31st  Dec., 
1963 

Average  day’s  pumping  


34,130,000 
10.38  hours 


Analyst’s  Repmt  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  reaction 
and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character,  but  contains  no 
excess  of  minerals  or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  Its  organic  quahty 
and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  indicate  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  use. 


15 


South  Essex  Water  Company  (D) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  toy  this  Council  from  tihe  Comipany 
for  year  ended  31st  Dec.,  1963,  is  as  foUows:  — 


Eastern  Area  gallons 

Augumented  supply  to  Coggeishall,  Kelvedon  and  Feer'ng  ) 

Supply  to  Bradwell,  Cressing,  Stisted,  Black  Notley  ...  ■ 158,313,000 

and  White  Notley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  j 

Supplied;  to  B.  & B.  U.D.C.  from  Black  Notley  229,000 

Supplied  to  B.  and  B.  U.D.C.  from  Cressing  ...  Nil 


158,542,000 


Southern  Area 

Augmented  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling  and  Fairstead  16,144,000 

174,686,000 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  of  a s-atisfactory  quality  for  drinking  and  domestic 

purposes. 


Supply  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  (E) 

Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  Chelms- 
ford R.D.C.  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1963,  was  made  up  as  follows; 
Ranks  Green  Extension,  Fairstead  ...  ...  1,576,000 

Fuller  Street  Extension,  Fairstead  ...  ...  968,000 

Cardfields  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel  ...  909,000 

Boreham  End  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel  ...  113,000 


3,566,000 


Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  of  a satisfactory  quality  for  drinkiug  and  domestic 
purposes. 

Number  of  new  connections  at  A ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  new  connections  at  B and  D ...  159 

Number  of  new  connections  at  C ...  ...  3 


188 


SHALLOW  WELL  SUPPLIES 

Only  two  public  shallow  well  supplies  were  still  in  use  at  the  end 
of  the  year  as  follows: 

Finchingfield  Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and 

at  Ost  End. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


In  Ae  last  Reiport  reference  was  made  to  the  very  slow  progress  in 
the  provision  of  new  sewerage  schemes  and  the  modernisation  otf  existing 
overloaded  works. 

Once  again  it  is  necessary  to  report  that  progress  on  these 
matters  for  the  year  In  question  is  lamentably  slow,  which,  to  a 
certain  extent,  may  have  been  affected  by  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1961,  relating  to  the  discharge  of  trade  wastes  and  in  particular 
farm  effluents.  This  matter  has  been  under  discussion  at  National  level  and 
it  would  appear  to  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  make  a decision 
whether  or  not  it  is  intended  to  deal  with  farm  wastes. 

As  a result  of  th^e  delays,  the  Planning  Authority,  in  conjunction 
with  'the  River  Board,  have  considered  it  necessary  to  impose  complete 
embargoes  in  the  villages  of  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
any  development  involving  the  discharge  of  additional  sewage  into  the 
existing  systems.  In  those  parishes  where  no  modern  facilities  exist  the 
Council  has  been  forced  to  consider  similar  restrictions  owing  to  the 
possibility  of  cond'tions  dangerous^  to  health  being  created  in  the  streams 
and  ditches.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed  that  this  is  a very  serious 
state  of  affairs  which  will  take  some  time  to  remedy,  even  if  .immediate 
action  is  forthcoming,  but  It  is  recommended  that  every  available  avenue 
should  be  explored  to  Oibtain  the  services  of  technicians  who  are  required 
to  carry  out  the  work. 

The  situation  with  regard  to  the  various  sewage  work&  is  as  follows : 

Coggeshall  and  Kelvedon 

It  has  been  established  that  one  works  to  serve  both  these  villages 
will  be  the  most  satisfactory  and  economical  method  of  dealing  with  the 
sewerage  problem,  but  it  is  understood  that  difficulties  are  being 
encountered  with  the  acquisition  of  the  site  for  the  Disposal  Wiorks.  It  is 
hoped  that  th!s  matter  will  be  resolved  in  the  very  near  future. 


Hatfield  Peverel  and  Terling 

Some  progress  can  be  reported  in  this  connection  but  it  would 
appear  that  it  will  be  nearly  two  years  before  the  new  works  are  completed. 


Wethersfield 

These  works,  operating  within  their  designed  ca^pacity,  have  continued 
to  produce  a satisfactory  effluent  from  both  the  Civ  lian  and  Air  Ministry 
Sections,  and  the  works  themselves  generally  are  properly  maintained. 


White  Notiey 

TTie  new  pumps  ordered  in  1962  were  fitted  early  in  the  year  and 
are  operating  satisfactorily  but  arising  from  the  increased  output  from 
these  pumps  the  works  themselves  are  becorning  overloaded  and  very 
difficult  to  operate  in  their  present  state.  The  importance  of  these 
treating  the  sewage  from  the  hospital  and  three  villages,  together  with  the 
possibility  of  further  development,  need  hardly  be  emphasised  and  the 
need  for  an  immediate  scheme  for  enlargement  is  most  ureent. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 

Pos&ibly  one  of  the  most  far  reaching  decisions  made  by  the  Council 
in  recent  years  was  that  of  embarking  upon  a joint  Work  Study  assign- 
ment with  the  Braintree  Urban  District  Council,  covering,  amongst  other 
services,  that  of  Refuse  Collection. 

As  a result  of  the  study,  extending  over  a period  of  several  weeks, 
it  was  established)  that  principally  b)y  re-routing  vehicles  and  paying  a 
bonus  to  the  collectors,  an  increased  capacity  of  work  was  available  to 
both  authorities.  The  net  result  of  this  was  that  the  Urban  District  Council 
took  over  the  collection  of  refuse  in  the  Parishes  otf  Cressing,  Black  and 
White  Notley  and  Rayne  by  arrangement  with  this  Council  at  an  agreed 
charge;  and  the  collection  in  the  remainder  of  the  Rural  District,  which 
had  hitherto  been  on  a fortnightly  basis,  was  put  on  a weekly  one. 

It  iwas  extremely  difficult  in  arriving  at  an  accurate  estimate  of  what 
the  cost  of  converting  from  a fortnightly  to  a weekly  collection  would 
have  been  iby  any  oither  means  than  the  Work  Study  method',  but  the  figure 
eventually  produced  and  agreed  with  the  consultants  was  considerably 
higher,  by  several  thousand  pounds,  than  the  estimate  for  carrying  out  this 
work  by  the  Work  Study  method. 

One  has  to  view  the  eventual  outcome  of  this  new  venture  with  a 
certain  amount  of  reservation,  but  from  the  time  of  the  inception  of  the 
scheme  in  September  to  the  end  of  the  year,  the  results  were  remarkable. 
Not  only  are  the  men  happy  to  be  taking  home  larger  wage  packets  and 
completing  their  day’s  work  earlier,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  ratepayers 
generally  are  benefiting:  by  and  appreciating  the  more  frequent  and  regular 
collections. 


Disposal  of  Refuse 

'Here,  there  was  no  change  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the 
collections  from  the  four  Parishes  mentioned  above,  refuse  from  the  re- 
mainder of  the  District  continued  to  be  disposed  of  at  Beazley  End, 
Wethersfield.  There  were  very  few  compiaints  received  regarding  fly 
nuisance  and  the  problem  of  rat  infestation  was  adequately  dealt  with  by 
the  Department’s  own  labour  force. 


Salvage 

Following  the  introduction  of  the  new  refuse  collection  scheme,  the 
special  collection  of  waste  paper  from  industrial  and  business  premises 
ceased  and  the  amount  of  waste  paper  colleicted  and  disposed  of  in  future 
will  be  considerably  less  than  previously.  The  amount  received  during  the 
year  for  this  material  was  £685  11s.  Id. 


Night  Soil  Collections 

Night  soil  collections  were  continued  during  the  year  in  villages  and 
areas  which  had  not  main  sewerage  facilities. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  1963 

Housing  Inspections 

Revis'ts  and  inspections  oif  work  in  progress 

Visits  to  premises  and  interviews  with  owners,  builders,  etc. 

Visits  re.  overcrowding  and  permitted  numbers 

• • • • • • 

Visits  re.  Council  House  appFcations  and  exchanges 
Visits  and  inspections  prior  to  removals  tO'  Council  Houses 
Visits  and  inspections  following  rent  arrears  and  notices  to  quit 
Visits  and  inspections  re.  Improvement  Grants 

Visits  to  Investigate  Complaints 

Revis’ts  following  complaints,  nodces,  etc. 

Inspections  at  Schools  

Inspections  at  Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 
Infectious  disease  enquiries 
Infectious  disease  disinfections 

Infestations  by  insect  pests  found  

Infestations  by  insect  pests  dealt  with 
Visits  to  premises  re.  water  suppl’es 

Water  samples  taken  

Visits  to  premises  re.  drainaige  to  sewer 

Drains  inspected  and  tested  

Visits  to  Refuse  Tips  

Visits  ref.  Scavenging  

Visits  ref.  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Ice  Cream  samples  taken  

Inspection  Dairies  routine  and  impTovements  ... 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  premises 

Inspection  Knackers  Yard 

Inspections  and  visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
Inspections  of  Butchers  Shops 
Inspections  of  Bakerhouses 
Inspections  of  Food  Preparing  Premises 

Inspections  of  Fish  Friers  Premises  

Inspections  Shops 

Factory  Inspections— Power  

Factory  Inspection — ^Non  Power 
Inspections  ref.  River  Pollutions 
Inspections  ref.  Rats  and  Mice  Infestations 

Visits  ref.  Waste  Foods  Order  

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 


Licencing  Act 


38 

291 

126 

31 

338 

66 

24 

337 

112 

112 

1 

47 

16 

2 

7 
6 

13 
56 
30 

5 

24 

97 

30 

8 
1 

7 
43 

747 

45 

14 
66 

4 

30 

8 
1 
2 

10 

1 

239 

1 
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CONTROLLED  PREMISES:  Details  of  Inspections,  etc. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  etc. 

No. 

Registered 

No. 

Inspected 

Total  No.  of 

Inspections 

Informal 

Notices 

Served  j 

Nofces 

Complied 

With 

e/3 

bH 

.5 

V 

ij 

¥ 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bakehouses  

8 

8 

14 

2 

2 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses  and 

Butchers’  Shops 

16 

16 

747 

19 

16 

Nil 

Knacker’s  Yard  

1 

1 

43 

2 

2 

Nil 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Fish  Friers  

3 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ice  Cream  Premises  

88 

7 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  and  Workshops 

64 

9 

9 1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Shops  Act,  1950 

No'  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year  in  relation  to  oondd- 
tions  in  Shops.  Routine  visits  continued  to  be  made  in  conjunction  with 
inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 


Moveable  Dwellings 

There  were  two  new  sites  licensed  under  the  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  19610,  during  the  year,  the  number  so  licensed 
increasing  to  six. 

The  making  oif  discontinuation  orders  and  relatively  short  t'me 
limits  imposed  on  licences  applying  to  some  sites  renders  it  impracticable 
to  imDOse  publ'c  health  conditions  of  a reasonable  standard  and  further 
emphasises  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  last  Annual  Report  that  a site 
administered  by  the  local  authority,  would  meet  a need  for  this  type  of 
facility. 


Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

No  enforcement  action  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  was  taken  during 
the  year. 

Complaints  regarding  one  industr'al  chimney  which  has  been  the 
sourcel  of  trouble  over  a number  of  years,  were  not  so  numerous,  but 
nevertheless  the  problem  remains.  It  is  understood  from  the  Management 
that  redevelopment  plans  for  the  near  future  incorporate  certain  measures 
which  it  is  hoped  will  eventually  reduce  the  nuisance  to  a minimum. 
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Vermin  Infestation 


There  is  I'ttle  to  record  under  this  heading.  Infestations  hy  Ibed 
bugs  were  nil  andi  fleas  almost  the  same. 

Several  infestations  by  woodworm  were  however  dealt  with,  usually 
in  conjunction  with  Improvement  Works  to  Dwellings. 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  FiDing  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  registered  under  this  Act  in  the  District  and  so 
fiar  asi  can  be  ascertained  no  persons  are  operating  in  contravention  of  the 

Act. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodginig  Houses  w’thin  the  Rural  District. 


Rodent  Control 

Work  under  this  heading  continued  to  give  adequate  and  satisfactory 
service  to  d'ornest'c  and  business  premises  and  also  by  contract  to  agricultural 
proiperties.  The  new  operative  appointed  during  the  previous  year  proved 
to  be  very  capable  and  after  suitable  training  settled  down  well  in  h's  work. 

Quit©  a bit  oif  this  work  was  undeirtaken  for  Witham  U.D.C.  who 
unfortunately  lost  the  services  of  their  own  operat’ve.  It  is  anticipated 
that  they  will  shortly  become  a constituent  member  of  the  joint  authority 
responsible  for  this  work. 


Factories 

As  in  other  years  information  regarding  premises  fall'ng  within  the 
scope  of  the  Factories’  Act  and  of  inspections  made  and  action  (if  any) 
taken  is  given  in  tabular  form  and  will  be  found  on  page  22. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 

Particulars  of  the  premises  registeo-ed  toy  the  Council  under  the 
Factories’  Act,  1961,  and  of  the  inspections  made  are  to  toe  found  as 
follows : — 

I.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 

tions  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 

are  to  be  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authorities 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

58 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 

which  Section  7 is  en- 

forced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  premises) 

" 

Total 

64 

Number  of 


Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

) 

! 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

4 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

11 

■ 

II  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found:  — 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number 
of  cases 
in  whicn 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 
instituted 

Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  InsuflBcient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)Not  separate  for  sexes 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Totalis 

— 

— 

— 
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Ul  Others 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the 
District  during  1963  was  143  an  increase  of  2 on  the  previous  year’s  figures. 


Details  are  as  foUowsi:  — 

New  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Private  Enterprise  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Plus:  Additional  un’ts  provided  by  conversion  oif  other 

buildings  to  new  dwellings  1 

— 153 

iLess:  Two  cases  of  reconditioning  where  units  of 
accommodation  were  reduced.  Number  of 
dwellings  lost  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Eight  properties  (were  demolished  in  1963  ...  8 

— 10 


143 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  532  outstanding  applications  for 
housing  accommodation,  an  increase  of  9 over  the  previous  year. 

Analysis  of  the  figures  now  shoiws  that  those  in  most  urgent  and 
genu'ne  need  to  be  about  20  per  cent,  of  tihe  total.  This  is  a decrease  on 
previous  years. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  made  during  the 

year. 

The  Council  declared  two  blocks  of  dwellings  at  The  Street  and 
Barrack  Yard,  Rayne,  to  be  in  a Clearance  area,  and  it  was  antic jpaiea  inau 
this  would  be  followed  by  a Cornpulsory  Purchase  Order. 

It  was  not  possiible  to  carry  out  re-housing  of  tenants  in  the 
three  Clearance  Areas  declared  the  previous  year,  other  than  by  us’ng 
casual  vacancies  in  existing  Council  Houses.  The  programme  of  new  house 
building  did  not  result  in  producing  any  more  than  one  block  of  4 
bungalows,  and  out  of  a total  of  132  units  proposed,,  only  another  29  were 
actually  in  hand  during  the  year. 

So  long  as  the  Council  finds  itself  unable  to.  produce  new  dwellings, 
there  is  no  point  in  pressing  forward!  with  the  slum  cleairance  proposals. 

Of  the  three  areas  at  Coggeshall,  referred  to  above,  the  largest  of 
which  was  the  subject  of  a Compulsory  Pnrdhase  Order,  had  still  not  been 
acquired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Housing  Act,  1961. 


Figure  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decembetr,  1963. 

Discretionary  Standard 
Grant  Grant 

Schemes  Schemes 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received  ...  ...  12  33 

(b)  Number  of  Appl  cations  approved  by  Council  12  32 

(c)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  resulting  from 

works  at  (b)  13  32 

(d)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  completed  ...  44  16 

(e)  Total  amount  involved  in  Grants  approved  ...  £4,346  £5,265 


£9,611 

(f)  Actual  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the  Standard 

Grant  Schemes  completed  at  (d)  £1,961  7 9 

Proportionate  sums  in  respect  of  three  Discret'onary  Grants  were 
repaid  during  the  year. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


I Milk  Supply  and  Dairies 

Sixteen  distributors  and  one  dairy  remain  registered'  under  the  Milk 
T and  Dairies  Regulations. 

All  licences  for  De:sig;nated  milks  are  now  dealt  with  by  the  Essex 
' County  Council. 

There  were  very  few  comiplaints  regardinig  the  keeping  quality  of 
r m'  Ik  or  the  cleanlinesis  of  bottles  and  these  were  oif  a very  minor  nature. 

The  bacterial  quality  of  milk  supplied  within  the  Distriet  can  therefore  be 
^ regarded  as  satisfactory. 


) Ice  Cream  Premises 

There  were  eighty  seven  piremises  registered!  for  sale  of  ice  cream  and 
one  for  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District. 

Routine  sampl’ng  of  ice  cream  was  carried  out  mainly  concentrated 
on  the  mobile  soft  ice  cream  machines  operating  from  a depot  within  the 
district  and  covering  a wide  sellinig  area. 

Seven  samples  of  soft  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  summer 
' months  with  the  following  results  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grad'pg  of 
^ the  Ministry  of  Health  applicable,  to  the  Methylene  IBlue  Reduction  Test. 

6 Provisional  Grade  1.  1 Provisional  Grade  II. 

In  addition  one  sample  of  iced  lolly  was  found  to  be  of  an 
unsatisifactory  standard  and  this  result  was  taken  up  w’th  the  producers 
and'  their  technical  advisor.  These  lollies  were  later  withdrawn  from  sale. 

A routine  check  rinsing  of  all  the  four  soft  ice  cream  machines  was 
also  carried  out  and  all  were  found  tO'  be  satisfactory. 

It  is  known  that  difficulty  will  again  be  experenced  in  obtaining 
I supplies  of  ‘Drikold’  which  is  used  for  keeping  samples  cold  during  transit 
I between  the  retailer  and  the  laboratory.  It  is  hoped  that  some  arrangement, 
evens  ifl  only  temporary,  can  be  made  for  the  next  year. 


Meat  Inspection 

Tabular  information  on  the  number  of  food  animals  slaughtered  and 
I inspected,  and  the  'ncidence  of  disease  in  these  animals,  is  given  on  the 
i next  page. 

This  table  shows  an  increase  in  the  numlber  of  animals  killed;  in  the 
percentage  of  animals  affected  by  some  disease  other  than  tuberculosis;  but 
a further  reduction  in  the  percentage  olf  animals  affected  by  tuberculosis,  a 
most  satisfying  feature. 

The  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  wh'dh  came  into  operation  at 
very  short  notice  on  the  Ist  October,  possibly  created  a greater  impact  on 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Departments  throughout  the 
country  than  any  other  legislation  had  done  for  many  years.  Fortunately, 
the  Regulations  are  not  fully  operative  until  October,  1965,  but  in  the 
meantime  it  has  been  necessary  to  re-organize  meat  inspection  duties  and  it 
is  obvious  that  additional  staff  will  be  necessary  to  cope  with  these. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  since  the  reference  to.  the  slaughter  of 
veryl  young  calves  made  in  the  fast  report,  the  total  number  of  calves 
killed  has  fallen  considerably. 
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Carcase  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


excl. 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & Pigs 

Lambs 

Horses 

Number  Killed 

3,335 

445 

384 

4,385  9,703 

61 

Number  Inspected 

2,335 

445 

346 

3,495  9,703 

60 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ...  5 

14 

24 

8 32 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

467 

179 

22 

49  1,500 

5 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  af- 
fected with  diseases 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

14.15%  43.370% 

13.29% 

1.63%  15.79% 

8.33% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

— 70 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  af- 
fected with  tuber- 
culosis 

— 0.72% 

Cysticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

57 

4 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

7 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  ... 

_ _ 

_ 

Total  quantities  of  Meat  Condemned 

Beef  Poric  Veal  Mutton  Horseflesh  Total 

16,868  7,750  1,410  395  159  26,582 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Although  it  had  heen  hoped  to  establish  inspections  under  these 
regulations  on  a routine  basis,  following  the  appointment  of  a further 
additional  Pulblio  Health  Inspector,  th's  was  found  to  be  impracticable,  but 
more  inspections  were  made  to  food  preparing  premises.  It  is  considered 
that  at  these  premises  exists  the  greatest  risk  of  danger  to  health,  hence  the 
concentration  of  attention. 


In  addition  to  the  butcher’s 
ing  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit 

113  tins  of  Fruit 
79  tins  of  Meat 
63  tins  of  Vegetables 
29  tins  of  Evap.  Milk 
19  bottles  of  Sauce 
18  tins  of  Fish 


meat  previously  detailed,  the  follow- 
for  human  consumpt’on : - 

16  bottles  of  Salad  Cream 
7 jars  of  Jam 
5 tins  of  Soup 
4 tins  of  Spaghetti 
3 tins  of  Creamed  Rice 
3 bottles  of  Chutney. 
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